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Synopsis

This comprehensive study of the intersection of death and religion offers a unique look at how
religious people approach death in the twenty-first century. Previous scholarship has largely
focused on traditional beliefs and paid little attention to how religious traditions evolve in relation to
their changing social context. Employing a sociological approach, "Death and Religion in a
Changing World" describes how people from a wide variety of faiths draw on and adapt traditional
beliefs and practices as they deal with death in modern societies. The book includes coverage of
newly emerging social and religious phenomena that are only just beginning to be analyzed by
religion scholars, such as public shrines, the role of the media, spiritual bereavement groups, and

the use of the Internet in death practices.
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Customer Reviews

| needed this book for one of my college classes last semester. It was in great condition and | was
able to use it to a great extent as far as it's relevancy to my class. The book itself is very interesting,
it went into detail about different religions and their views on death and rituals they perform when

someone dies or different rituals in their general culture.

Read for school, easy read and informative.

Product arrived VERY quickly, which was unexpected! Awesome! I'd recommend this product to

any student wanting a good deal on school books!



Good

This is an excellent, comprehensive study of the ways world religions view death and have created
funeral practices that reflect their beliefs. Judaism, Buddhism, Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism, as well as
Protestantism and Catholicism, are covered, followed by an intriguing section on contemporary,
non-sectarian rites and practices. The fourteen essays are extensively documented, making this a
highly valuable reference book for researchers, as well as textbook for religious studies, ethnic

studies and sociology courses.

The adage claims that you can only depend on death and taxes. Yet the understanding of death
continues to shift in contemporary societies. This is a result of developments in science, medicine,
technology, and sociology. Not surprisingly, our religions have influenced the changes in the
experience of death and they have been forced to respond to these changes. This book does an

excellent job examining these issues. It is a must read for practitioners and scholars.

As a theologian and lay minister who has performed in memorial services, | believe that this is the
most comprehensive and captivating book on religious approaches to death currently available. |
appreciate the genuine voice that is presented in each of the unique chapters, and | highly
recommend it to anyone interested in world religions and the issues sensitive to different cultures’

ways of dealing with death.

once i got to page 34 then pages then skipped back to page 11. The book repeated pages 11
through 34 again then skipped to page 59. The book had a printing malfunction of some kind. im
highly disappointed
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